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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . In response to the amendment filed Januar 9, 2004, claims 1-11 are canceled and newly 
added claims 12-33 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 21-25 and 27-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kuwabara et al (US 4,423,428). 

Regarding claim 21, Kuwabara et al discloses a method of capturing a peripheral device 
into a capture mechanism configured to engage the peripheral device (fig 2), automatically 
engaging the peripheral device based on a first movement of the device and releasing the 
peripheral device based on a second movement of the device (Col 3, line 45 - Col 4, line 3). 

Regarding claim 22, Kuwabara et al discloses a method of capturing a peripheral device 
into a capture mechanism where engaging the peripheral device includes frictionally engaging 
the peripheral device (Col 3, lines 60-67). 

Regarding claims 23-25, Kuwabara et al discloses a method of capturing a peripheral 
device into a capture mechanism includes engaging the peripheral device using a plurality of 
jaws (claim 23), the plurality of jaws configured to open and close based on the movement of a 
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lever (claim 24), and mechanically actuating a lever to open and close a plurality of jaws (claim 
25) (Figs 3, 4a and 4b). 

Regarding claims 27-28, Kuwabara et al discloses a method of capturing a peripheral 
device into a capture mechanism that includes inserting the peripheral device into a tubular 
member having cross-sectional dimension, moving a spring from a first position to a second 
position, reducing the cross-sectional dimension based upon the movement of the spring, 
frictionally engaging the peripheral device with the tubular member while the cross-sectional 
dimension is reduced, and releasing the peripheral device by increasing the cross-sectional 
dimension of the tubular member (Fig 3, Col 3, line 50 - Col 4, line 3). 

Regarding claims 29 and 30, Kuwabara et al discloses an apparatus comprising a 
grasping member configured to engage an elongate peripheral device (fig 3), an actuator 
configured to reduce a cross-sectional dimension of the grasping member, and a spring assembly 
coupled to the grasping member and configured to change a dimension of the grasping member 
to frictionally engage the elongate peripheral device (Col 3, line 50 - Col 4, line 3 and Fig 3). 

Regarding claim 31, Kuwabara et al discloses an apparatus comprising a plurality of jaws 
moveable between a first position and a second position based upon forces applied by the 
actuator (Fig 4a and b). 

Regarding claim 32, Kuwabara et al discloses an apparatus comprising a plurality of jaws 
having a first end portion configured to receive a peripheral device, a collet expander with a 
conical first end configured to engage the plurality of jaw and maintain the jaws in an open 
position, the collet expander being moveable between a first position and a second position, a 
lever configured to receive an activating force from the actuator, and a spring configured to bias 
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the collet expander to close the jaws when moved from a first position to a second position (Fig 

3, Col 3, line 50 -Col 4, line 3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 12-20 are allowed. The prior art does not teach or suggest a capture mechanism 
configured to engage a peripheral device, the capture mechanism having a grasping member and 
an actuator, the actuator being configured to actuate the grasping member in response to a 
movement of the peripheral device, the coupling mechanism being configured to move in 
response tet-etr movement of the peripheral device when the peripheral device is engaged by the 
capture mechanism and a sensing assembly configured to detect a manipulation of the peripheral 
device while the peripheral device is engaged by the capture mechanism. 

Claims 26 and 33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Bailey (US 5,800,179) for a discussion of training persons using an endoscopic 
means for minimally invasive surgical techniques. 

Tuason (US 5,403,191) for a discussion of multiple surgical implements used in 
combination with a sensing assembly for training surgical users. 



Application/Control Number: 10/657,145 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3714 

Adair (US 6,086,528) for a discussion of surgical apparatus with tubular cross sections 
used in training systems. 

Schaller (US 5,817,107) for a discussion of grasping instruments with guided actuation 
assembly. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John L Sotomayor whose telephone number is 703-305-4558. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30-4:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Hughes can be reached on 703-308-1806. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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